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D o you or do you not 

believe in the power 

of  prayer?   

I heard a story recently about a small town that had 

two churches and one whisky distillery.  The churches 

had complained that the distillery gave the town a bad 

name.  And to top it off, the distillery owner was an 

successfully several times to shut down the distillery.  

As a last resort, they decided to join together for a Sat-

urday night prayer meeting to ask God to settle the 

matter once and for all.  So, they gathered on Saturday 

night to pray, and all through the prayer meeting there 

was a severe electrical storm raging.  Then to the de-

light of the church members, a lightning bolt struck 

ñsee more on page 4 



Page 2 the heights highlights August 2017 

FOR THE RECORD                          
 

{ǳƴŘŀȅǎΣ WǳƴŜ муτWǳƭȅ ол DƛǾƛƴƎ ϧ !ǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ {ǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ                                                             !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ  нлмт άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ CǳƴŘέ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ b995Υ  ϷфΣтлоΦут 
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A nd they devoted themselves 
to the apostlesõ teaching 

and the fellowship, to the break-
ing of bread and the prayers. 
And awe came upon every soul, 
and many wonders and signs 
were being done through the 
apostles. And all who believed 
were together and had all things 
in common. And they were 
selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. 
And day by day, attending the 
temple together and breaking 
bread in their homes, they re-
ceived their food with glad and 
generous hearts, praising God 
and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to 
their number day by day those 
who were being saved. 

Acts 2:42-47 ESV 

  

* * *  

 

Sending. Keep in mind 
that worship ð indeed, our 
entire relationship with 
God ð is dialogic in nature. 
He has called us, and so we 

think we dismiss ourselves 
when weõre finished wor-
shiping and ready to go. 

Sending is a brief part of 
the service, and often in-
cludes the following ac-
tions: 

Songs of challenge, 
mission, encour-
agement, or bene-
diction 

Information for the 
congregation (i.e. 
announcements) 

Prayers or Scriptures 
of protection, 
strengthening, for 
the lost, etc. 

This concludes the short 
overview of worship theol-
ogy, but I hope this short 
series over the last few 
months has been helpful 
and encouraging. Iõll be 
including articles on topics 
related to worship in up-
coming issues of the 
Heights Highlights. 

     
 
 

ɂ%ÒÉÃ 

respond by Gathering to 
meet with Him. He speaks 
to us by His Word, and we 
are prompted to respond at 
the Table. The Sending is 
Godõs next act of initiation, 
not that we are 
òdismissedó per se, but 
that we are sent out to take 
His light to the darkened 
world. 

The ending of our services 
is much more than just 
announcements, but donõt 
under-estimate the an-
nouncements. In fact, they 
are part of what makes us a 
family, and often involve 
strategies for fulfilling our 
mission. 

The close of our services 
also includes a benediction, 
though that term might not 
actually be used as much as 
it once was, probably for 
lack of understanding what 
it means. Many think itõs a 
prayer said at the end of 
the service, but in fact itõs a 
blessing over the people. 
God is the one who sends 
us from this place, lest we 

ς tŀǊǘ сΥ !Ŏǘǎ ƻŦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ - {ŜƴŘƛƴƎ 



 

God                                                                 
is the 

all-powerful, Creator of the universe.  

There is no one else who has the position 

or power of God.  We canõt help but 

respond to Him with respect. 

When it comes to people, everyone is 

important for two reasons:  God made 

them in His image and Jesus died for 

them.  Thatõs why respect is also a reflec-

tion of the character of Christ in us.  

When we see people like Jesus sees them, 

we can show everyone they matter to 

God. 
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CƻǊ Y-сǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅǎ Ϫ млΥол !a ƛƴ wƻƻƳ нрн 

млΥол !a -YƛŘǎ wƻŎƪΗ 

 

  

{ǳƴŘŀȅ bƛƎƘǘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎΣ Y-сǘƘ DǊŀŘŜΗ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мо μ сΥлл-тΥол ta ƛƴ wƻƻƳ нрн 
 

Join us every Sunday night for Worship, games, lessons and FUN! 

God wants us to be just as dedicated to Him and work just as faithfully to change ... 

Kids will learn that being a disciple means we keep our focus on Jesus and ... will 

think of some things that can distract them from following Jesus completely.  

 
 
 

".06%B(:©D 70:0DFBP 9(LD } Tanya Henthorn, Next Gen Minister | (317) 783.7714 x16 | all4Hiskids@hotmail.com 
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the distillery and completely burned it to the ground. 

The sermon the following Sunday in both churches 

was on the power of prayer.  The insurance adjuster 

immediately notified the distillery owner that they 

would not cover the damages 

because the fire was started by 

an òact of God.ó  The distill-

ery owner was furious and 

decided to sue both churches.  

He claimed that they had con-

spired with God to destroy 

the building and his business. 

The churches, of course, de-

nied that they had anything to 

do with it.  And the judge who 

was presiding over the case 

opened with these words, òI 

find one thing in this case 

most perplexing.  We have a 

situation here where the plain-

tiff, the atheist, is professing 

his belief in the power of 

prayer.  And the defendants, 

all the faithful church mem-

bers are denying the same 

power.ó  I suppose he had a 

reason to be perplexed. 

Most of us say or at least claim 

that we believe in the power of prayer, but in reality 

we donõt see much power when we pray.  And the 

result of not seeing much power when we pray is be-

cause we simply stop praying.  We could all say with 

Jesusõ disciples, òLord, teach us how to pray.ó  

Now, I am not an expert on prayer, but James was 

well-schooled in this discipline.  Tradition says Jamesõ 

nickname was òOld Camel Knees,ó because he spent 

so much time on his knees praying that callouses de-

veloped.  When you study the book of James, it is ob-

vious that prayer was a very powerful force in his life.  

In James chapter 1 he said, òIf you lack wisdom, 

you should ask God.ó  In chapter 4 he said, òMany 

of you do not have because you do not ask God.ó  

And in James chap-

ter 5 he mentions 

prayer seven differ-

ent times. 

Southport Heights 

Christian Church is 

experiencing a very 

heavy and painful 

season with many of 

our friends dealing 

with physical, emo-

tional, psychologi-

cal, and spiritual 

issues.  So, this is a 

wonderful oppor-

tunity for us to 

demonstrate to our 

community the 

power of prayer.  

Please pray diligent-

ly for those you 

know who are expe-

riencing severe trials 

in their lives at this 

time. 

Jesus said that his house was to be a house of prayer.  

Letõs demonstrate to our community around us that 

SHCC is a house of prayer.  Please join me and pray 

daily for our hurting brothers and sisters in Christ. Z 

4ÈÅ 0ÒÁÙÅÒ ÏÆ &ÁÉÔÈ 
ΣΥ )Ó ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ ÔÒÏÕÂÌÅȩ ,ÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ 

ÐÒÁÙȢ )Ó ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÈÁÐÐÙȩ ,ÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÓÉÎÇ ÓÏÎÇÓ ÏÆ 

ÐÒÁÉÓÅȢ ΣΦ )Ó ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÓÉÃËȩ ,ÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ 

ÃÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÄÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÔÏ ÐÒÁÙ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅÍ 

ÁÎÄ ÁÎÏÉÎÔ ÔÈÅÍ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÉÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

,ÏÒÄȢ ΣΧ !ÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÏǟÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÆÁÉÔÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÍÁËÅ 

ÔÈÅ ÓÉÃË ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ×ÅÌÌȠ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÁÉÓÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÕÐȢ 

)Æ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÉÎÎÅÄȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÆÏÒÇÉÖȤ

ÅÎȢ ΣΨ 4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ ÃÏÎÆÅÓÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÉÎÓ ÔÏ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ 

ÁÎÄ ÐÒÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ 

ÈÅÁÌÅÄȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÏÆ Á ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÉÓ ÐÏ×Ȥ

ÅÒÆÕÌ ÁÎÄ ÅǟÅÃÔÉÖÅȢ 
ΣΩ %ÌÉÊÁÈ ×ÁÓ Á ÈÕÍÁÎ ÂÅÉÎÇȟ ÅÖÅÎ ÁÓ ×Å ÁÒÅȢ (Å 

ÐÒÁÙÅÄ ÅÁÒÎÅÓÔÌÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÒÁÉÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ 

ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÒÁÉÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÁÎÄ Á ÈÁÌÆ 

ÙÅÁÒÓȢΣΪ !ÇÁÉÎ ÈÅ ÐÒÁÙÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓ ÇÁÖÅ 

ÒÁÉÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÉÔÓ ÃÒÏÐÓȢ 

 
*ÁÍÅÓ ΫȡΧΩ-Χή ɉ.)6Ɋ 

ñcontinued from cover page 
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7th -12th �*�U�D�G�H���<�R�X�W�K�«���-�2�,�1���8�6��
Sundays starting August 13 
6-7:30 PM | Youth House


